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tory, including the animal and vegetable realms, have been di- 
rected to be explored, and the duty has been confided to several 
scientific gentlemen, from whom may be expected fall and in- 
teresting accounts of the quadrupeds, birds, fishes, reptiles, 
insects, and plants, which are peculiar to the State. 

These works will be honorable monuments of the enlight- 
ened and expanded views of the legislature, reflect lasting 
honor upon the chief magistrates, under whose direction they 
have been so successfully prosecuted, and entitle the enlight- 
ened and meritorious gentlemen, who have participated in the 
very responsible labors, to the respect and gratitude of the 
present and all future generations. 

We have indulged so far in the general remarks, which the 
very interesting subject of agriculture has suggested, that 
there is left only sufficient space to commend to the real friends 
of the country the instructive Address, which the Agricultural 
Commissioner delivered, before the assembled yeomanry of 
several of the interior counties, during the last autumn. It is 
an impressive appeal to the farmers, urging them strenuously 
to endeavour to render their condition as prosperous and hap- 
py as their pursuits are respectable and important, by renewed 
efforts in the acquisition of intelligence, and to illustrate, by 
example, how independent and deserving of the highest con- 
sideration are those, who zealously emulate the hardy vir- 
tues and rural industry of their adventurous Anglo-Saxon 
ancestors. 



2. — The Law Reporter. Edited by P. W. Chandler. Bos- 
ton : Weeks, Jordan, & Company. 1839. Vol. I. Nos. 
1-12. pp. 370. 

The main object of this work, as originally announced, is 
to give to the legal profession a monthly condensed report of 
the most important cases decided in the Superior Courts of 
civil and criminal jurisdiction in the United States, whether t» 
bank, or at nisi prius. To these are added digests of such 
contemporary English cases as are deemed interesting to Amer- 
ican lawyers ; brief accounts of the principal legislative acts 
in the several States ; critical notices of new legal publica- 
tions ; obituary notices of distinguished jurists ; and a miscel- 
laneous head of essays and intelligence on legal subjects. 
The plan, thus sketched, has been executed, in all its depart- 
ments, with much ability and tact, by the industrious editor, 
in the twelve numbers composing his first volume ; and, as 
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we judge, in a manner completely successful. Such a work 
bad long been called for by the profession in this country ; and 
may well be supposed as essentia] here as in England, where 
" The Legal Observer," a periodical on a similar plan, has al- 
ready reached its seventeenth volume. The volume before us 
is said to contain upwards of one hundred cases not before 
published ; and the editor numbers among his correspondents 
some of the most eminent of our judges and lawyers, of whose 
articles it has been remarked, that, while they add greatly to 
the value of the work, they prove the sense which these gen- 
tlemen entertain of its merits and character. We deem this a 
valuable aid to the cause of legal science ; which seems at pres- 
ent to be cultivated in this country with a freedom, liberality, 
and zeal, not surpassed in that from which the elements of our 
jurisprudence are derived. 



3. — The Teacher, or Moral Influence employed in the Instruc- 
tion and Government of the Young. New Stereotype 
Edition, with an Additional Chapter on "the First Day 
in School." By Jacob Abbott, Late Principal of the 
Mt. Vernon Female School, Boston, Mass. Boston : 
Published by Whipple & Damrell. 1839. 

Among the endless variety of systems and plans for educa- 
tion, it is comfortable to think, that bright scholars and excel- 
lent men have come out from under the most unpromising 
regimen, and have often formed themselves without any rule 
or system whatever. This is not saying, however, that all sys- 
tems are equally good, or that it is matter of no consequence 
what system is pursued. And, whatever plan is determined on, 
it ought to propose, as the most important preparatory step, to 
teach a child the habit of fixing his attention for a certain 
time upon a certain thing ; and this, not because it is particu- 
larly pleasant, or attractive in itself, though care should be 
taken that it should not be made unnecessarily otherwise. 
When a child finds, that, by giving his attention for a very 
short time to a given subject, either the letters which make a 
word, or any thing else, he conquers a difficulty, and fixes the 
word or the number in his mind, he enjoys the pleasure of 
successful labor, and has learned a lesson he will not forget. 
He will be willing to make a similar effort the next day ; and, 
by patiently going on in this way, a good habit of study will 
be formed, with very little time spent at each separate trial. 



